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Football

Morgan Jones
Editor in Chief

Student referendum leader and senior Steven
Goud officially removed the football referen-
dum from the Student Government Association
ballot on Wednesday, after being advised to by
officials.

The referendum was scheduled to be included
in the SGA ballot on Sept. 24 and 25. The refer-
endum would have given students the opportu-
nity to vote whether they wanted to raise student
athletic fee to cover a football program.

The University of Texas Board of Regents ad-
vised University President Dr. Rodney Mabry to

A&E 9

Cowan Center fall
schedule, how to get
student tickets

Sports 13

Men’s soccer ties 2,

women start 3-0

vote off SGA ballot for fall

Students start petition to show support of programs to UT system

discourage the referendum this semester since
the board was not in support of fee increases.

The regents held meetings on Aug. 21 and 22
where Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs Dr. Pedro Reyes informed Dr. Mabry
that the board wouldn’t support any fee increas-
es, Dr. Mabry said.

“They haven’t made a decision as regents but
they talk at just about every meeting about keep-
ing costs down for students and not doing things
that would add to tuition or would require an
additional fee,” Dr. Mabry said. “There’s really
just a general statement of not going that direc-
tion, at least not right now.”

Since the referendum is no longer an option,
Goud and senior marketing major Serena Bry-
ant have started an official petition with the goal
to obtain 2,000 student signatures to present to
the regents by October. Goud and Bryant are
both officers of Enactus, a student entrepreneur-
ial organization, and have used their organiza-
tion’s networks to gather other student support.

The petition is not supporting a fee increase,
like the earlier referendum, but is the students’
voice for the continued interest of having foot-
ball on campus, Bryant said.

“We want to show them that there is stu-
dent interest so what we are trying to do is get

it away from Mabry and everything and get it
back to student-driven,” Bryant said. “Our goal
with this is to prove that this is a student-lead ,
program and the students want it. We have been
getting a lot of positive feedback from it.”

The referendum would have been an oppor-
tunity for students to vote for the student fee
increase which would fund the establishment
of a football program and marching band along
with the addition to the Patriot Dance team and
cheerleading squad. The fee would also cover
the cost of a field house for the football team
and three additional practice fields.

FOOTBALL»4

»CAMPUS

Additional
funds solve
parking

problem

Rhiannon Holmes
News Editor

The University’s efforts this semester have
improved the parking situation here on campus,
University Police Chief Mike Medders said.

This has been an ongoing issue for the Uni-
versity since the 2011-12 school year, when the
parking lots were striped incorrectly, causing the

loss of spaces.
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Brickstreet Pharmacy pharmacist Pat Gerth is a University of Houston alumna who was filling prescriptions on Saturday. Her and her hus-
band, who is also a pharmacist, were drawn to East Texas by the need for pharmacists and have worked here for almost 15 years.

» THE NEWS

Pharmacy dean hired,
college aims to add jobs

Rhiannon Holmes
News Editor

The University has hired founding
dean and professor Dr. Lane Brunner to
spearhead the development of the Uni-
versity’s pharmacy program.

The University of Texas System
Board of Regents officially created
the college in August, which is to be
named the Ben and Maytee Fisch Col-
lege of Pharmacy. The college is named
in acknowledgement of a contribution
from the Ben and Maytee Fisch Family
Foundation, according to a University
press release.

Brunner received his doctorate in
pharmaceutical sciences from the Uni-
versity of Georgia and has started a
pharmacy program at Regis University
in Denver.

“Dr. Brunner is a leader in project-
based learning in pharmacy education,
and is a good fit with the UT Tyler’s ini-
tiatives on hybrid instruction,” Provost
and Senior Vice President for Academic
Affairs Dr. Alisa White said.

The University would like to have
the majority of the pharmacy faculty
hired and on campus by fall 2014. They
are searching for two assistant deans
and two department chairs and hope to
hire them in the next six months to a

year. The program is scheduled to begin
classes in the fall of 2015. ;

The development of a pharmacy pro-
gram is in response to the community’s
need for pharmacists, White said.

The high turnover rate has inspired
the school of pharmacy at the Univer-
sity. The hope of Brunner is to educate
pharmacists in Tyler and keep them in
East Texas. The hope of the University
is educating pharmacists locally would
provide some stability in the local phar-
macist retention rates, Brunner said.

“Quite frankly if you visit Tyler you
realize you don’t want to leave, it’s so
beautiful,” Brunner said.

The State Board of Pharmacy has
proposed a rule that would eliminate
the required ratio of one pharmacist to
every three lab technicians Gay Dod-
son, executive director of the Board of
Pharmacy said.

Jeffrey Abeldt, local pharmacist and
owner of Brickstreet Pharmacy, said
there is an overabundance of pharma-
cists in the area. Brunner said the reten-
tion rate of the pharmacists in this area
is low because they are educated out of
state and after a few years of working
tend to return to their hometowns.

With no limit on the number of lab
technicians in a pharmacy, Abeldt said
there will be a “saturation” of the job

PHARMACY»4
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The men’s cross country team takes off from the
starting line at the UT Tyler Invitational on cam-

pus Friday. The race used trails where construc-
tion is planned for the new College of pharmacy.

Building could
compromise
athletic trails

Rhiannon Holmes
News Editor

The new pharmacy building could potentially be
built on the hill to the south of the Muntz Library,
facing Harvey Lake, University President Rodney
Mabry announced during Convocation on Aug. 23.

This is the same area that the University cross
country team and local high school teams use to
practice and compete. The location is about a mile
and half of trails that serve as running and biking
trails.

“As far as the mountain bike trails go I, along
with many in the Tyler community, are really fond
of the mountain bike trails we have here and feel

TRAILS »4

In the 2011-12 school year, $255,480 was
spent on the striping of the parking lots, in the
2012-13 school year $23,401 was spent on the
striping, Sheryl Dennis associate vice president
of business affairs said.

These actions actually decreased the number
of available spaces due to the lots being striped
incorrectly.

“The $255,479 amount included a small
amount [10 percent] for striping and the larger
amount involved the oil-based sprayed asphalt

PARKING »2

»SAFETY

University

investigates
annoyance
complaints

Rhiannon Holmes
News Editor

University police have received reoccurring
complaints from faculty and students of unwanted
attention from a University student. Two Univer-
sity students have complained about a man hang-
ing out around their offices and exhibiting odd

behavior.
The accused man’s
name is not being re- STAY SAFE
leased at this time; Read a story about
however, the adminis-
tration is looking into the blue emergency
the case. phones on campus
The individual has on page 2.

been seen following
an employee to their car, senior finance and ac-
counting major Steven Goud said.

University officials responded to a call on cam-
pus asking the student to leave the Leadership
Summit on Aug. 31 Goud said. ;

“There has not been a direct threat, there hasn’t

ANNOYANCE »2
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» Check out some tips on how to
utilize your campus resources to
ease your semester at
PatriotTalon.com.
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informed every day.




2))NEWS

Patriot Talon + www.patriottalon.com « September 10, 2013

Emergency phones serve |

campus,

Raffaella Gullo
Staff Writer

Safety measures at the Univer-
sity are in place and campus po-
lice want the campus community
to be aware of them.

There are 20 code blue light
emergency phones located across
campus and are automatically
programmed to dial the Univer-
sity’s campus police dispatch
number.

For someone to place a call,
they must first hit a large blue
button located on the phone.

Once you’ve hit the button, ac-
tivating the call, a blue light will
flash with a visible notification
for any of the officers responding.

The blue button not only con-
nects you with campus police, but
will also give your specific loca-
tion where officers will arrive.

The code blue light emergency
phones have only ever been used
once, when someone set fire to
the Hudnall-Pirtle-Roosth Build-
ing. :

Although campus police never

safety procedures

found the culprit, there was a con-
firmed suspect and the individual
no longer attends the University.
In the situation of being chased,
Sergeant Michael Seale said that
the phones can definitely help.
“If you are in fact being chased
and you see a

checked monthly to ensure that
they are working properly.

When checked, full reports
are sent to campus police. If and
when any issues may arise, cam-
pus police are immediately con-
tacts the service provider who
will fix any possible prob-

blue phone, don’t
hesitate, hit it.

lems.
ONL'NE Seale said continued

maintenance of these

Because, when :

that call comes in For amap Wit phones is not costing the
we will respond locations of the University.

immediately and | campus code blue “I have noticed mul-
an officer will be light emergency tiple phones on campus
sent to that area. hones ao to but I never really took
If you’re running, P g them into consideration.

and you see an-
other phone, hit it

http://bit.ly/Vabblg

I didn’t understand them
before, whereas now I

again. As we re-

ceive the signals a search will be
formed and we can triangulate the
area,” Seale said.

Seale also encourages every-
one to have the dispatch number
saved in his or her phones.

Having served campus since
2001, Seale has full knowledge

~of what it takes to maintain these

phones. Seale said the phones are

feel one 1,000 percent
better. I feel safer,” freshman Sar-
ah Mazal said.

Any questions regaurding code
blue light emergency phones or
safety codes and procedures con-
tact campus police at 903-566-
7060.

In the case of an emergency
call 911 or campus police dis-
patch number at 903-566-7300.
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been any coercion or intimidation. It has been a feel of unease,
some inappropriateness, some awkwardness,” Ona Tolliver, as-
sistant vice president for Student Affairs & Dean of Students,
said in regard to the current suspicions.

Some of the complaints against the student have been report-
ed by Patriot Talon staff members.

There are five policy violations that come up most often, scho-
lastic dishonesty, harassment, alcohol, illegal drug use and fail-
ure to comply. The University had seven total harassment cases
last year, David Hill, director of residence life and judicial affairs
said.

This is the second potential harassment case of the semester.
The first case involved a student receiving unwanted phone calls
and texts on Aug. 1, according to'a campus police report.

Other police reports included a threateéning altercation be-
tween two professors and reports of University Pines Apartment
staff receiving unwanted text messages and phone calls.

The University’s first step of action in a situation like this is
to ask the accuser if they have informed the accused that they do
not want contact with them Hill said.

“Typically they have not. These cases are usually involving
electronic messages,” Hill said.

If the alleged harassment is highly suspicious or obscene the
University will take action and bring the accused in for question-
ing Hill said.

In some cases the accused will go through the conduct process
and be suspended.

The University does not alert students when there is a suspi-
cious person on campus. An alert will be sent out in cases of
assault or attempted abduction Hill said.

The safest course of action for students who feel threatened
or harassed is to immediately report it to the University Police
Department.

FROM PAGE 1

ment, said.

date, Clark said.
sealcoat system over the entire parking
lot prior to striping. This type of parking
lot maintenance is performed regularly
to prevent the asphalt parking lots from
deteriorating.” Chip Clark, interim assis-

e

tant vice president for facilities manage-

The Cowan parking lot total cost was
$309,323, Dennis said. These projects
have been funded from parking fees to

With the striping of the parking lots
being redone and the added 115 spaces at
the Cowan parking lot, there are approx-
imately 400 more available spaces than
there were in fall 2012, Medders said.

“It depended on the day, the parking
lot by O-Hall [Ornelas Residence Hall]
was always open but in order to be close
to classes I had to be there early,” John
Buck, senior engineering major said re-
garding parking in 2012.

The new parking lot near the Cowan
Center has added 115 paved spaces and
so far this semester the University has
not filled all the spaces on campus, Med-
ders said.

218

The Patriot Talon collected the following information from public
reports released by the University Police Department and the Tyler
Police Department. All police reports obtained by the Talon are
public records as defined under Texas Open Records law.

AUG. 21

Motor vehicle accident
Campus police officers
dispatched to lot 3. A
student hit the vehicle of a
professor.

AUG. 23

Motor vehicle accident
Campus police officers
were called in reference
to an automobile accident
at The University Pines
apartments parking lot.

AUG. 26

Theft

A student reported the
theft of her iPhone 4 while
she was in class on the
first day of school. There
are no known suspects at
this time.

Disturbance

Reports of a student
becoming upset at the
cashier's office. Subject
was located in route to
enrollment services

Motor vehicle accident
Officer was dispatched to
lot 3. The call was in refer-
ence to an automobile that
had been damaged.

Theft

Contractor reported a
John Deere Gator had
been taken from a con-
struction site.

Herrington Patriot Center.

AUG. 27

Theft

Received a report of a
stolen 2014 class ring.
The ring was taken from
the men'’s locker room of
Herrington Patriot Center.

AUG. 28

Criminal trespass
Former student was
arrested for criminal tres-
passing after coming back
on campus in violation of a
criminal trespass warning
issued on Aug. 12, 2010.
She was then transporfed
to the Smith County Jail
where she was booked in
the same day.

Motor vehicle accident
Campus police officers
were dispatched to lot 3
in reference to a motor
vehicle accident.

Burglary: Vehicle

A University student
reported a burglary to a
vehicle in the Ornellas
Activity Center parking lot.

AUG. 29

~ Assist outside agency

University Police assisted
Tyler Police Department
on a disturbance call at

3400 Varsity Dr.
Theft '
Report of bicycle missing
from the bike rack at the
ONLINE

For the University's annual security
and fire safety report go to http://bit.ly/1cWwiBD
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Chances are someone in your community relies on a 903 e 5 9 5" 1 6 7 6

life-saving therapy that can only be made from plasma.
So donate plasma and save a life. You never know how
close to home that life may be.

RECEIVE UP TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

AT BIOLIFEPLASMA.COM
240 1827 W Gentry Pkwy.
Tyler, TX 75702
PER MONTH! | 903592.1144
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of $50 on your third successful donation. Initial donation must - \
be completed by 10.31.13 and subsequent donations within 30
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successful donations. May not be combined wnth
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BECAUSE |
SAID SO

LAUREN BARNES

Even if you’re not a sports guru, you know
who Johnny Manziel is. The Heisman Trophy-
winning Texas A&M quarterback has become
a household name, in a positive and negative
light, since he won the famed trophy in 2012.

There’s no arguing that Manziel is a great
football player. Being the first college freshman
to ever be awarded the Heisman Trophy reiter-
ates that.

However, there’s also no denying that Man-
ziel has been under a lot of heat since his stellar
freshman season. He has found himself in the
middle of quite a few controversies throughout
the past year.

Between “over sleeping” and getting dis-
missed from the Manning Passing Academy,
being under scrutiny for allegedly taking pay-

ment for autographs, to controversy at a Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin fraternity party, Man-
ziel has made his way to the front of nearly
every media outlet.

Manziel has been quoted as claiming that he
is just a 20-year-old who made some not-so-
smart decisions and should not be judged so
harshly.

This is where I disagree.

I don’t think there is anything wrong with
Manziel trying to be a normal college student
who goes out and has a good time. However, he
has to know there are consequences.

Dismissing it as just being a 20-year-old is
not good enough. Truth is, Manziel is not just a
normal college student.

How many college freshmen have won the
Heisman Trophy? I’ll tell you. One.

According to the Heisman Trust Mission
Statement, the trophy “recognizes the outstand-
ing college football player whose performance
best exhlbits the pursuit of excellence with in-
tegrity.”

Integrity is a very vague word in this in-
stance.

When analyzing the Heisman winners, it’s
mainly about performance. Character and in-
tegrity tend to be a little bonus and not a focus
during the decision-making.

Once again, this is where I disagree.

I think that when you reach a certain level
of fame, you should be held to higher expecta-
tions.

Manziel claims that he is aware of the spot-
light that his new fame has brought, but I’m not
sure if he is fully aware of the ramifications that
his actions have on others.

I don’t think he fully grasps the fact that there
are kids in youth league football from East Tex-
as who look up to him as a hometown hero.

I don’t think he understands that parents have
to explain to their children why his name is in
the news again.

Another recent example of this is Miley
Cyrus. Even though she didn’t get into any le-
gal trouble, she has definitely let down many
fans.

I know we’ve all seen, or at least heard, about
her risqué performance at the MTV Video Mu-
sic Awards last month.

CAMPUSVOICE

Should Johnny Manziel be held to
a higher behavioral standard after
winning the Heisman Trophy?

andle fame without hurting legacy, fans

She went from being the star of the Disney
series “Hannah Montana,” to being scantly clad
while inappropriately dancing on the VMA
stage in front of hundreds in person, and mil-
lions at home.

Her VMA performance is not the only time
she has been in the spotlight in a negative way.

She also recently caught a lot of heat from
her song “We Can’t Stop,” which alludes to us-
ing the drug MDMA, also known as “Molly.”
The music video to the song also brought much
scrutiny, as she makes out with a plastic dol-
lamong other inappropriate actions.

We’ve all watched her slowly lose her whole-
some image over the past few years.

Like with Manziel, I don’t think Cyrus is
aware of the ramifications that her actions have
on her younger fans that still desire to see the
person they once knew.

When you reach a level of fame you should
be held to high expectations and should be
aware of how your actions affect others.

Young stars, regardless of their profession,
should find a way to handle fame without let-
ting it hurt their legacy they built and their fans.

¥
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University ranks highly in survey,
excludes non-traditional students

Classification and PayScale.com.
However, while Carnegie Classifica-
tion takes into account non-residential,
part-time, and transfer students, [IPEDS
and PayScale.com only measure first-
time, full-time students; and it is un-
clear exactly how AffordableColleg-
eOnline.org used each resource.
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TRUST ME, I'M A

PROFESSIONAL

STEPHANIELONG ~ Book.

The University recently ranked
34th for greatest lifetime return on
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not good news for institutions like the
University, where, in fall 2012, only 13
percent of the head count were fresh-
men, according to the 2012-2013 Fact

Since graduation rate reports are
almost solely based on first-time, full-
time students, this means that the Uni-

-I-._,_ BEERN.  ING  TR L TAprA TR T oA

o 44 \inning the
Heisman and gaining
popularity has forced
him to be in the public
spotlight, and because
of that fact alone,

he should have a
heightened awareness
of his actions.”

) Kaylen Burgess
Senior mass
communication major
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investmenat “out of the more than 450
two- and four-year, public and private
institutions analyzed by Affordable-
CollegesOnline.org, an independent
resource” according to an Aug. 19
press release by the University’s office
of marketing and communications.

This is an exciting accomplishment,
and reports like this one reinforce my
belief that the University’s graduates
are well prepared for the workforce.

However, after I did a quick victory
dance around my office, I had to ask
myself some hard questions. What data
is used to create college rankings like
this one and how are students actually
affected?

To answer my own questions, I had
to back up a little to other forms of
college rankings: graduation rates and
freshmen retention.

Let’s start with graduation rates.
There is much controversy over what
is included and not included in measur-
ing graduation rates.

Reeve Hamilton, in his article “Four
Year Graduation Rates Lag-But Do
They Matter?” (Texas Tribune, March
2012), reported that the only way to
compare state graduation rates is to
reference the Integrated Postsecond-
ary Education Data System, part of
The U.S. Department of Education
National Center for Education Statis-
tics. According to Hamilton, IPEDS
tracks first-time, full-time students.
“What about transfer students?” you
may ask.

Well, that is a good question.
Transfer and non-full-time students
are not represented in this data. This is

versity—along with most every other
institution of higher education in the
nation—is honing in on freshmen re-
tention, creating yet another method
for college ranking. Is this good or bad
for students?

Caitlin McCarter, a freshmen pre-
nursing student at the University, says
that she recognizes that the University
is putting forth an effort to retain her
and her fellow freshmen, but she does
not see it as a bad thing.

“I have just been shown many op-
tions of things to get involved.in and
activities that would make someone
want to stay,” McCarter said. At ori-
entation, she loved “how excited the
OL leaders were and how they made
it exciting to get involved and show us
around.”

It appears to me that pitting schools
against each other to see who can get
the highest graduation and freshmen
retention rates has directly resulted in
many innovative programs for fresh-
men, from improved tutoring to bet-
ter dining options and student money
management programs.

That brings us to the return-on-
investment measurement. This is
where the data can be especially hard
to gather because there are so many
variables: students are difficult to track
once they graduate and salaries differ
greatly among different degree types,
industries, companies and locations.

I visited the methodology page for
AffordableCollegeOnlin.org and found
that the organization surveyed samples
of graduate students and utilized repu-
table sources, such as IPEDS, Carnegie

\Vlthoutc:ielving further into the tan-
gled web of statistics, my conclusion at
this point is that college rankings seem
to be all good and fine for everyone ex-
cept non-traditional students.

Over and over, most formulas
overlook this group. I believe that is
unfortunate because it means that ser-

vices provided to students skew toward

freshmen.
Of course, some institutions, the

University included, recognize this, *

and therefore maintain their own inter-
nal records and data collection formu-
las to ensure that no group is left out
(just check out the Fact Books on the
University website). However, I.be-
lieve we could do more.

I believe University administra-"
tors, faculty and staff should take/the!
same energy and creativity that'they '
pour into retaining freshmen and use '

it to find better ways of rewarding the
working, single moms and dads who
are taking three hours a semester for
eight years to earn their degrees and
the professionals who are just here to
take a few classes to advance their ca-
reers.

We cannot overlook students just
because they will not calculate into our
online rankings. ,

So, does it matter that the Univer-
sity ranked 34th in Texas according to
AffordableOnlineColleges.org? Ab-
solutely, yes, but numbers are not the
end-all-be-all. We can takeja few min-
utes to celebrate, but then it is back to
work. There is still much to be done.

Editor in Chief Morgan Jones at
editor@patriottalon.com

Have a voice? Let’s hear it!

#4& Yes, winning the
Heisman Trophy comes
with responsibility. He
is now a role model for
many young football
players and needs to
keep that in mind.”
))Aléx Arciniega
Senior economics major

Join our award-winning staff by contacting

Send a letter with grievances, praise or
concerns to editor@patriottalon.com or at
www.patriottalon.com and we'll publish it.

Your independent, student-run

media outlet since 1976.

44 yes, When you are
in a position to win
something like that

you should be more
conscientious of your
behavior and of the
people that will be
looking up to you if you
were to win that title.”

» Courtney Yates
Junior nursing major

PATRIO?

ILON

Phone: 903-566-7131 « Ads Only: 903-565-5536 « Editor: editor@patriottalon.com
University of Texas at Tyler « Communication Annex, MB2 1100 «
www.patriottalon.com

EDITOR IN CHIEF: Morgan Jones

ASSOCIATE EDITORS Online Managing: Lauren Barnes
News: Rhiannon Holmes Pulse: Misty Butler A&E: Samantha Copus Campus:

Nizia Alam Sports: Bryan Savens Web: Austin Countryman

STAFF MEMBERS Guinevere Everidge, Antwanise Jackson, Lauren LaSalle,
Becky Dixon, Raffaella Gullo, Brandon Noble, Beri Dave, John Edwards, Zak
Wellerman, Joseph Grant, Nadia Hurbs, Levi Cooper

MANAGERS Advertising: Alec Bryant Circulation: Elise Follett
‘Public Relations: Stephanie Long

ADVISER: Kevin Dilley.. BUSINESS COORDINATOR: Bonnie Davis

GENERAL STATEMENT: This is a student publication and the opinions expressed herein are not necessar-
ily those of the administration, faculty, staff, alumni or student body of the University.

LETTER POLICY: All contributions in good taste will be edited for grammar, spelling, length (300 words
maximum), libel, profanity and personal attacks. All letters must contain the author's name, address, tele-
phone number, academic classification and hometown.

MISSION STATEMENT: The Patriot Talon is designed to inform, entertain, educate and heighten aware-
ness of students, faculty, staff and administrators at The University of Texas at Tyler. Staff members will be
responsible journalists by maintaining high ethical standards of fairness, accuracy and balance. The Patriot
Talon encourages and provides an avenue for free flow of student expressions and opinions. The news outlet
will serve as a learning tool to help students gain experience in all aspects of the print media.
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Donating to make a difference

strongly that building on that particular location is
a misuse of the land on our campus,” Derek Blain,
senior cross country runner said.

Though the spot is favored, Dr. Lane Brunner,
dean of the College of Pharmacy said that it is
their goal to minimize environmental impact.

On Aug. 30, Blain emailed Dr. Mabry and Scott
Kelley executive vice chancellor of Business Af-
fairs on the University of Texas Board of Regents
but has not received a response yet.

On Sept. 5, the Patriot Talon interviewed Dr.
Mabry and asked for a comment on students’ con-
cern.

“I feel for them but they created that but they
will have to find another place,” Dr. Mabry said.
“We are going to take the under brush out of all of
our other land cross the [Old Omen Road] street.
There will be other places where they can run. But
yeah the building has to go there.”

Dr. Mabry said that they were originally going
to try to put the pharmacy school off University
Boulevard, below the tennis courts.

“The University is always going to build on the
campus and probably [in] an interior rather obvi-
ous building spot,” Dr. Mabry said.

Dr. Mabry said that the 60 acres of land the
University owns across the street should be an
available location for athletics to use. .

“I love the cross country guys but they have
got to find country to run wherever they can,” Dr.

market in regard to pharmacists.

The University is not worried about the
proposed rule and feels confident in the
pharmacy program, Brunner said.

EDUCATION

The pharmacy program will be an active
learning based and be less lecture based
than other programs of similar merit, Brun- -
ner said.

“It is a specific pedagogy for teaching
adults,” Brunner said.

The program is designed to be a team-
based learning environment that will de-
velop critical thinking skills, Brunner said.

There will be some lab space and the
scholarship within the classrooms will be
different because they will be set up in pods.

The professor will be in the center of the
classroom typically with groups of students
sat at tables around him. This method of
learning will help provide graduates that can
communicate better. Their team building
will be more natural to them Brunner said.

In addition to establishing the college
and authorizing its name, the regents also
granted the University the authority to begin
work on the building to house the college
of pharmacy. Design is currently in progress
and surveyors are on campus scoping the lo-
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University student Chris Rios donated blood for the first time on Friday
at the Carter BloodCare blood drive mobile bus outside of the Herrington

cation. The construction is scheduled to start Patriot Center. The blood drive was held Thursday and Friday. Mabry said.
no later than March, according to University Go to patriottalon.com for regular updates on
press release. — ——— the story.

FOOTBALL

FROM PAGE 1

“I think it [football] brings a lot of prestige
to the University and legitimizes the campus. It
pulls us away from the commuter school reputa-
tion and gives us an actual event and an activ-
ity that people can stay the weekend for,” Goud
said. “That’s something that I have tried to do
in attempt to increase participation on campus
and I think that football was a quick fix for that
because it is something that East Texas loves.
It’s king around here.”

The cancelled referendum relied on a student
fee increase to cover the cost of the teams, band,
staff and facilities.

The example cost for a 15-credit-hour semes-
ter would have gone from the current $180 fee
to $360 for each semester, according to the ref-
erendum.

Dr. Mabry announced at Convocation in Au-
gust that there are already plans in motion and
money available to fund the construction of an
addition to the Cowan Center.

This addition will encompass a music hall
that could potentially house the marching band
and orchestra.

Vice President for Student Affairs Dr. How-
ard Patterson has been one of the key leaders in
supporting the student referendum as the Ath-
letic Director.

“I am a little bit disappointed that we aren’t
going to move forward because I think it’s a
great thing for the campus and a great thing for
the community and more importantly a great
thing for the student body,” Patterson said.

Patterson said he supports the students to fol-
low through with the petition to poll the general
consensus of the campus.

“I am hoping that interest will be sufficiently
strong and that we can basically show the re-
gents... the students want this,” Patterson said.
“What’s disappointing if anything is that the
students as a group never got to say anything.
This murmuring in the background of when are
you going to add football has been going on for
more than 12 years. You have to have facilities
to have football and everything else that comes
with it and that costs money.”

Facilities needed for the football program are
a stadium for the home games, locker room and
practice field.

“It’s a little bit in a gray area though. It de-
pends on how much you want to do on a shoe
string. Do we need a football stadium? No,
we could play somewhere else. Certainly for a
while,” Dr. Mabry said.

Dr. Mabry said that they have already dis-
cussed the possibility with Grace Community
School, located near the University.

“Grace already told us they would love to
have us,” Dr. Mabry said. “There’s nuances
about that too. Our folks wouldn’t dislike it
as a start-up but they wouldn’t want to always
play in the high school stadium. It just sounds

wrong. But it doesn’t bother [high school] stu-
dents to play in a University stadium. That actu-
ally sounds good. So all we need to do is get
them to, I'm sure for some money, to change the
name of it and let us buy the stadium.”

Dr. Mabry said that there is a possibility that
the University could use Grace Community
School’s stadium that is location across Univer-
sity Drive that could potentially hold expected
crowds. The stadium has a separate entrance
from the high school’s campus.

Grace’s stadium is a potential temporary so-
lution when and if a football program is estab-
lished at the University. Dr. Mabry said it could
get the program through maybe ten years or so.

“Football stadiums, they sound awful. You
use them six, seven or eight times a year or
you might have a few concerts in them,” Dr.
Mabry said. “You might get Bruce Springsteen
or somebody. There are a few other uses but
not many. But they are big big beautiful things
and they are student magnets. They’re not lost
income.”

Another facility to be considered in the stu-
dent fee increase is a field house and additional
practice fields that could be located across Old
Omen Road on land that the University owns.

“A field house is not just for fun and for a
meeting place. It does host the rather large
amount of equipment and rows of washing ma-
chines. It’s not a small enterprise in that regard,”
Dr. Mabry said. “I know that our athletics peo-
ple do not want to do it without that.”

Another concern for Dr. Mabry to refer the

referendum to the board is the board’s general
consensus that they want any plans that involve
construction on campus to be fully developed
and on the construction list before being put be-
fore the students to vote, Dr. Mabry said.

Dr. Mabry said there is a certain type of stu-
dent attracted to athletic programs.

“Sports at UT Tyler just bring us great stu-
dents. These students have higher grade point
average then the rest of the student body,” Dr.
Mabry said. “The coaches are well tuned in to
getting strong students who just happen to play
baseball well or softball well or volleyball well.
And because they don’t get athletic scholarships
they are not governed by these sports.”

For the last 15 years, Dr. Mabry said that he
had been against football until now for two rea-
sons. First, the University’s athletic program is
only 13 years old and he wanted the other sports
to develop.

“I wanted the other sports to have their day
and to grow and be strong and we are,” Dr.
Mabry said. “We are a powerhouse in baseball
and softball and several other things.”

The second reason was the enrollment just
wasn’t there to support a football program and
everything that makes the Friday night lights
experience, he said.

Dr. Mabry doesn’t think that football is off
the table forever, just right now.

“Seniors can’t wait another year and I under-
stand that,” Dr. Mabry said. “But it’s going to
happen so they may want to help build the foun-
dation so it will [hopefully] pass in the spring.”

!—1
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Grant funds search for rare flower

Researchers
study plant
exclusive

o East
Texas area

Nizia Alam
Campus Editor

Researchers at the University re-
cently received about $86,000 to
study a potentially endangered wild-
flower that is native to only East
Texas.

Protecting the cream white pet-
aled wildflower could help preserve
a whole habitat and ecosystem.

Dr. Joshua Banta, Dr. Lance Wil-
liams and Marsha Williams recently
received the $85,456 grant to study
the genetics and ecology of Hibiscus
dasycalyx, more commonly known
as the Neches River rose mallow.

The first purpose of the project is
to determine whether the rose mal-
low is a unique species or a hybrid
of the more common Hibiscus laevis
and Hibiscus moscheutos.

They will take samples from the
common species plants and compare
it to samples of the rose mallow. If
they find too many genetic similari-
ties then it is not a unique species
and not a candidate for being listed
as threatened.

If they find the rose mallow to be
its own species then not only will
the wildflower be protected but the
habitat it occupies will be protected.

“We will take plant tissue from
these three different supposed spe-
cies and see based on the genetics
if the Neches River rose mallow is
genetically distinct from these other
species,” Banta said.

The wildflower is known in only
four locations in East Texas includ-
ing the tributaries from the Neches
and tributaries from the Brazos.

“How many projects do you get
where you’re gonna be one of the
few people in the world working on
a species that’s only found here,”
Banta said.

This white-petaled blossom with
a dark red center has been waiting
to be listed as threatened under the
Endangered Species Act listing for
32 years, according to the Wild-
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Dr. Joshua Banta holds up the rare Neches River rose mallow at Mud Creek as part of a field trip in August 2012. The
trip was led by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to see the known populations of the wildflower. He and other
researchers at the University are studying the wildflower which is found exclusively in East Texas.

Scientific name:

Hibiscus dasycalyx

Common name: ;

- Neches Rwer rose mallow mﬂ;y.,

Related species: Habitatz
Hibiscus laevis and Hibiscus mos-

cheutos Appearance'
Height: , .

3 to 7 feet high ’ purple centers ,

lifeEarth Guardians website, which
works to protect wildlife and wild
places in the American West.

The “Section 6” grant was award-
ed and administered by the Texas
Department of Parks and Wildlife in
collaboration with the Endangered
Species Program of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

If they determine that the species

Fast flower facts

Wh;te—petaled and deep red or

does not exist then there is no need
for the government to conserve and
protect its habitat.

“No one has done the genetic
work to determine if it’s a real spe-
cies,” Banta said. “Maybe it’s just a
part of the natural variation in hibis-
cus leaves.”

If the researchers find that the rose
mallow is a real species the next part

Locations* -

of their project will focus on finding
other areas where it can be found.

The environmental value isn’t the
rose mallow itself but the habitat
where it grows.

“When you preserve an area
where you have a unique species
you get a lot of bang for your buck
because you preserve a whole eco-
system that is probably unique in a

lot of other ways,” Banta said.

The research they are conducting
plays a larger role in the urbaniza-
tion of the area.

“If we didn’t do the research on
it and actually find out it is a threat-
ened species then anyone can clear
that land and it’s no longer there.
No one would ever know about it,”
Banta said.

The long-term consequences of
losing unique plants like the rose
mallow are significant.

“These unique environments
haven’t been studied so you don’t
know what you’re losing,” Banta
said.

A first-year biology graduate stu-
dent, Melody Sain was drawn to the
project after hearing the conserva-
tion aspect of it. She’s working with
Banta on the project and writing her
master’s thesis on the topic.

She was introduced to the project
when she visited the University and
met with the biology faculty mem-
bers. Previously she received her
Bachelor of Science in Environmen-
tal Biology from the University of
Tennessee at Martin.

“Out of my whole day it was the
one time that I just got excited,”
Sain said. “I thought I really do want
to come here and do this. It sounds
amazing and interesting and I really
want to work on it.”

During the summer, Sain, Banta
and a group of other biologists went
to a Mud Creek location to look for
the wildflower.

“We’ll be doing niche modeling.
We have places where they have
been found. So using the soil and
reference of water bodies we’ll be
able to find suitable habitats where
they could be found,” Sain said.

They identified, according to mor-
phological characterlstxcs, all three
different species of Hibiscusat the
site. They took leaf samples to per-
form further genetic testing.

“Actually we pulled up to the site
and before Dr. Banta even saw [it],
I was like ‘hey is that it? And we
went down there [and he] said ‘this
is your plant. This is [the] perfect
example of your plant,”” Sain said.

Sain who originally wanted to
pursue herpetology compared this to
her past field work with reptiles.

“It was an awesome day to actu-
ally see it. Before I would be out
looking for reptiles and amphibians
for three hours searching and never
find anything. So it’s exciting,” Sain
said.

In the coming weeks, Banta and
the rest of the team will conduct re-
search in other locations.
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CAP program
cancelled for
next year

Lauren LaSalle
Staff Writer

The Coordinated Admissions Program, which has
aided Longhorn hopefuls for years, has enrolled its fi-
nal group of freshman.

“According to UT Austin, they are canceling the
CAP program,” Ca;los ‘Alvarez, coordinated admis-
sion program adviser, said, “Why the university is
canceling the program is currently unknown; however,
the cancelation shouldn’t cause any repercussions for
the permanent Tyler-ites.”

Alvarez said The University of Texas System de-
veloped the CAP program to expand the admission
options available to students interested in enrolling at
The University of Texas at Austin, the system’s flag-
ship university.

This option was only available to Texas residents
who The University of Texas at Austin thought had
potential.

There are seven campuses that accepted CAP stu-
dents, such as the University of Texas at San Antonio
and University of Texas at Arlington.

Freshman Stephanie Nwokedi chose Tyler for a
number of reasons, including the “beautiful campus,
which drew [her] in” she said.

After a year at one of these seven institutions, stu-
dents who have completed 30 hours and have main-
tained a GPA of at least 3.2, among other require-
ments, were automatically admitted to either the
College of Liberal Arts, the College of Natural Sci-
ences or the School of Undergraduate Studies.

Students who wished to study in a field outside of
the colleges offered had to file an appeal with the Uni-
versity and submit a resume, transcript and in some
cases, a portfolio of their work.

“We had about 60 percent of CAP students trans-
ferred to UT Austin” Alvarez said. “While a large por-
tion of students will go on to study in Austin, there are
some who are unable to tear themselves from the Tyler
campus, and will finish their four years here.”

The students that wanted to participate in the CAP
program received admission into one of The Univer-
sity of Texas system schools based off of the qualifica-
tions they have after high school, giving the students a
wide variety of campuses to start from.

However, not all students decide to continue to Aus-
tin. ¢
Freshman nursing major Lesley Kraus is an exam-
ple of this.

She initially enrolled in the University with hopes
of transferring to Austin, but upon visiting realized
that she had “no reason for going to Austin.” -

“I just blindly wanted to go [to Austin],” she said. I
just loved the [University] campus. Plus it had a good
nursing school,” she said.

Although she is no longer affiliated with the pro-
gram, she still thinks fondly of it.

“I probably wouldn’t have come here if it wasn’t
for CAP because I didn’t’ know much about [the Tyler
campus],” Kraus said.

Alvarez said he doesn’t think canceling the CAP
program will affect University enrollment, which is at
its highest number ever with 7,534 students this fall.
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Every year since Sept. 11 2001, students have gathered around the Dub and BJ Riter Milennium Carillon Tower and Plaza for a
candlelight vigil, hosted by the Student Government Association, in remembrance of Sept. 11, 2001. The event is held at 9:11 p.m. to
resemble the date of the original event. SGA will hold this year’s candlelight vigil tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. at the Bell Tower.

Vigil to honor 9/11 victims tomorrow

Becky Dixon
Staff Writer

The 9/11 tragedy brought America to a
standstill 12 years ago and American sol-
diers are still stationed in Afghanistan.

The Student Government Association
will hold a candlelit vigil tomorrow at
the Dub and BJ Riter Milennium Caril-
lon Tower and Plaza (Bell Tower) at 7:30
p.m. to honor our troops and those who
lost their lives in the terrorist attack 12

their lives or family members.

“SGA is hosting this event to raise
awareness to students that this day isn’t
just an ordinary day, but an important day
in history and it should be remembered as
such,” Warner said.

Even though it has been 12 years since
the war began, troops are still being de-
ployed to Afghanistan.

Campus police and Navy Officer Brian
Froiseth was deployed on March 1 to the
Kuwait-Iraq area.

“After Brian returns from his

years ago.

“What I have in mind
for the event is for stu-
dents to gather and pay
tribute to the lives lost that
day and the veterans that
fought as a result of this
tragedy,” Ryann Warner,
SGA vice president, said.
“I am going to start out
with a moment of silence,
followed by personal sto-

ONLINE
For pictures
of tomorrow’s
vigil honoring 9/11
victims, go to www.
patriottalon.com

deployment, he will resume his
job as a peace officer at UT Ty-
ler,” University Chief of Police
Mike Medders said. “We are fully
supportive of Officer Froiseth in
his military endeavors. We are
proud to have two members of our
department serving this country.”

This is Froiseth’s second time
being deployed to Kuwait since he
began working for the campus po-

ries that students, faculty

or veterans would like to share.”
Veterans' will be recognized at this

event whether or not they are present.

Warner will recognize those directly af-

fected by the 9/11 tragedy who have lost

lice department in 2007. He was
last deployed in 2008 where he remained
in Afghanistan for almost a year.
“Brian is a good officer with a good at-
titude,” Medders said. “He is well-liked
across campus.”

Many troops like Froiseth serve in the
military to protect America from terrorist
attacks like 9/11.

However back in America, citi-
zens await Congress’ vote on whether
they should approve President Barack
Obama’s military strike against Syria
for the alleged use of chemical weapons.
To receive approval for a military strike,
Obama needs at least 217 congressional
votes, according to CNN.

Whether or not Obama receives ap-
proval for strike on Syria, troops will re-
main in Afghanistan until further notice.

SGA wants the student body to come
honor these troops’ sacrifices along with
those who lost their lives in New York
City 12 years ago.

“This event is an important event to
me because it signifies our campus hon-
oring those whose lives were completely
altered that day,” Warner said. “I can
recollect everything from that day down
to what I was doing when my teacher
walked into the room and told us what
was going on. This event allows us to re-
member how easily the things that mean
the most to us can be lost within an in-
stant all because of a decision that was
made.”

University breaks record, enrollment tops 7,500

Staff Reports

The University has reached a significant
milestone with an enrollment of 7,534 for fall
2013, President Rodney Mabry announced,
according to a press release.

At the start of 2012 enrollment was at
6,875. Dr. Mabry said this nine percent in-
crease places the University among the top
one or two fastest growing universities in
Texas, according to the press release.

The increase in undergraduate enrollment
can be attributed to the expansion of programs
on campus, quality teaching by University
faculty, higher retention rates and continuing
recruiting success, according to the press re-
lease.

There has been a substantial rise in inter-
national enrollment, which has aided in the
increase of graduate students. The interna-
tional increase is due to a targeted recruitment
campaign and word-of-mouth by current in-

ternational graduate students, according to the
press release.

The University’s graduate school offers
111 online courses this fall and enrollment for
these courses has increased as students con-
tinue to take advantage of the flexibility they
provide, according to the press release.

Dr. Mabry said that the biggest factor in the
enrollment increase is the retention work of
everyone on campus, according to the press
release.
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Campus officials create new progra‘ﬁis*tb instilled Pairidt values

Misty Butler
Pulse Editor

As students begin to fill seats in class-
rooms for the start of another school year,
new patriot pride initiatives are hoping to
energize and increase school pride across
campus.

Incoming students are receiving a coin
that symbolizes qualities the University is
hoping students possess after graduation.
The coins are handed out to new students to
toss into the fountain after graduation.

The words visionary, humanitarian and
dreamer are stamped on the back of the em-
bossed golden coin. The
other side of the coin has
the University logo en-

graduation. A token will be developed so
students can keep the coin they have carried
with them all four years and the token will
be tossed into the Rudder fountain.

“The fountain is a place of meeting after
graduation,” Tolliver said. “Students come
and take pictures with friends and faculty
that they’ve made partnerships and relation-
ships with. So we thought that it would be
very symbolic to have the coin tossing there.
Really we were just looking for a way for
students to understand what we would like
for them to be and develop into as patriots
and also a way to symbolize connection
from class to class.”

The coins have been
distributed to new stu-

graved on it.

“We tried to come up
with a way to tie all of
the graduating classes to
one another across the
years, across the classes
and across all generations
but also spoke to the core
of what it means to be a
patriot,” Ona Tolliver, as-
sistant vice president for
student affairs and dean of

A4 think that our
traditions really
depend on what

kind of students
we have...and

dents through the Patriot
Connection and New
Patriot Programs. If cur-
rent students would like
a coin they can go to the
Student life and Leader-
ship office.

The Athletics and Stu-
dent Life and Leadership
offices are teaming up to
bring some new tradi-
tions to campus. The new
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Students watched as Swoop paraded through the orange and white game. Tyler Ford
partnered with the University to provide the game day experience for sporting events



student affairs and dean of
students said.

After much research,
the student affairs office
found that many uni-
versities give students
pins after graduation but
they knew that UT Tyler
wasn’t the “pin type of
campus”. So, the idea of
the coin was formed to al-
low students to give them

feeling”

we have...and
what they’re

»»Jennifer Skinner,
campus activities coordinator

talons up logos around
campus are part of the
talons up initiative.

“We gave out the tal-
ons up foam fingers in
the shape of talons and I
wanted students to really
want one and it just kind
of morphed into what it
1s,” Jennifer Skinner, co-
ordinator of campus ac-

something they can cher-
ish and graduate feeling pride in their Uni-
versity, Tolliver said.

This won’t be the last time students see
these terms used on campus. These words
will also be a part of the new honor code,
which is still under development. These ele-

ments are also continuing within leadership

programs across campus and will help stu-
dents embrace the idea that they are a part of
what the coin symbolizes.

The new tradition of tossing the coins will
begin in 2016 with a small ceremony after

tivities for Student Life
and Leadership said. “That’s what’s going
to help promote school spirit and that will
get students hyped up about going to athletic
events and cheering on the University.”

Another push to'enhance athletic events
is the creation of the.game day experience.
Tyler Ford is sponsoring some tailgates
throughout the semester for soccer and bas-
ketball games to help create this experience,
Skinner said.

“We are trying to increase part1c1pat10n by
really making it an experience, that’s why

tions to campus. The new -
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partnered mth the Umverslty to p;owde the game day expenenc; for sporling ever;ts

throughout the year.

we teamed up,” Skinner said. “The orange
and white game was the first kind of tailgate
experience and it’s something the students
really wanted.”

Vice President for Student Affairs Dr.
Howard Patterson said he hopes this ini-
tiative will help enhance school spirit and
maybe one day fold into a football program.

“To date, the University has spent $5,000,
mostly from donated funds, on T-shirts,
bracelets, sidewalk decals, game day flags,
A-frames and the Tyler Ford tailgate event
on Aug. 27th,” Patterson said.

One of the biggest traditions on campus is
homecoming. This year’s theme is “Once a
Patriot, Always a Patriot,” and is scheduled
for Oct. 14-19.

The homecoming planning committee is
adding the tailgating aspect into homecom-
ing this year and making Patriot Alley more
conducive for people to set up on their tail-
gates and participate in the chili cook off,

Skinner said.

Another change is that students are go-
ing to be able to decorate the night before
so they can have a whole extra day to design
and decorate golf carts and tents. Also, the
kickoff party will be down by the lakes with
live music, food and organizations hosting
games and inflatables.

“We are really working with athletics to
come up with ways for students to increase
their spirit and patriot pride and want to be
out there supporting all of our sports teams,”
Skinner said. “I think that our traditions real-
ly depend on what kinds of students we have
in school at the time because it all depends
on what they want to do and what they’re
feeling.”

For more information on how to get in-
volved with Homecoming, you can visit the
UT Tyler Homecoming Facebook page or
the Student Life and Leadership office.

HOW Much you packin™

Patnot Talon asked students how much their backpack was worth based on the materials inside

A:

' aily are

*Pens - $0.20

s students, we carry a mobile office around with
us daily within our backpacks. Textbooks, calcu-

lators and notebooks have become essential items to

ha e in our backpacks. The Patriot Talon got a little

curious about how valuable students backpacks re-

lon did some digging and found that

ur “office” might actually be worth

‘ Here sa iook at what was found

*Backpack - $30
~ *Notebooks - $2

Story by Antwanise Jackson | Design by Austin Countryman
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COMING
SOON

COWAN CENTER
Cirkopolis
Sept. 12 @ 7:30 p.m.

LIBERTY HALL

Friday the 13th
Part 1 and 2

Sept. 13@ 7 p.m. &9
p.m.

The Sandlot
Sept. 14 @ 3 p.m.

MAIN STREET
GALLERY

“Time”
Aug. 24 - Sept. 30

THEATRE 20 @

POTTER PLACE

Evicted
Sept. 20-21 @ 8:30 p.m.

Nevermore
Sept. 23 @ 7:00 p.m.

~ MOVIE
- RELEASES

Insidious
Chapter 2

Sept. 13
PG-13

Prisoners
Sept. 20
R

MUSIC
RELEASES

Arctic Monkeys
Today
IIAM ”

MGMT
Sept 17
“MGMT”

Jack Johnson
Sept. 17

“From Here To Now To
You”

T ———
shalleswrsWENYY §AY

TALON?? PHOTOS BY JOSEPH GRANT

Raymond Sikes’ mixed media pieces, “Unbalanced Power,” “Sandy Hook Massacre,” and
“Century 16 Massacre” (left to right) are on display in Meadows Gallery until Sept. 20.

They’ve still got it
Faculty members join together to
display work at Meadows Gallery

Samantha Copus
A&E Editor

Viewing professors’ art pieces lets stu-
dents know where their creativity can
take them after graduation.

Meadows Gallery is holding a “Studio
Art Faculty” exhibition until Sept. 20.

The exhibit lets attendees observe art-
work by the University’s art faculty.

Raymond Sikes, media coordinator
for the art department at the University,
said exhibits such as this are beneficial to

showing students that their professors are.

not only teaching but are active in their
field.

“We feel it is important for our stu-
dents to know that their teachers are

practicing artists who are well known
throughout the nation,” Sikes said.

The knowledge the professors obtain
continues to grow. They also constantly
gain connections through different show-
cases in the United States.

“Each of the studio teachers participate
in several national shows during the year
and are represented by different galler-
ies throughout the United States,” Sikes
said.

The exhibition showcases the latest
work of the faculty members.

“Each of the studio art faculty is al-
ways producing art in their personal stu-
dios for commissions, national and inter-
national shows,” Sikes said.

“Creamsicle Moon” created by Alexis Serios.

“Reconnoitering the Rim” created by Dewane Hughes.

Top: “Sleight of Hand” by Dewane Hughes.
Left: Art faculty members’ work will be on display until Sept. 20.

~
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fall season

Cowan Center brings art, dance and comedy

Story by Lauren Barnes | Photos courtesy of the Cowan Center

Cirkopolis Temptation of the Muses

What: Combination of circus, dance and
theater

When: Thursday, 7:30 p.m.

Student Tickets: Rush

What: Collaboration between the Nai-Ni
Chen Dance Company with the music of
The Ahn Trio in a dynamic live show
When: Nov. 14, 7:30 p.m.

Student Tickets: Complimentary

Jerry Seinfeld

What: Seinfeld has been hailed for his
uncanny ability to joke about everyday life.
He will be performing his signature stand-
up routine.

When: Oct. 24, 7 p.m.

Student Tickets: No complimentary or
rush tickets available, full-price tickets only

Menopause the Musical

What: Musical parody set to classic tunes
from the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s

When: Sept. 26, 7:30 p.m.

Student Tickets: Rush

Memphis
What: Part of the Broadway musical se-
ries, “Memphis” tells the story of a radio DJ
who wants to change the world, and a club
singer who is ready for her big break.
When: Nov. 21, 7:30 p.m.
Student Tickets: Complimentary

Katie Couric

What: Couric is an award-winning journal-
ist and TV personality and a New York
Times best-selling author.

When: Oct. 8, 8 p.m.

Student Tickets: No complimentary or
rush tickets available, full-price tickets only

Beyond Glory

What: Tony Award-nominee Stephen
Land masterfully brings the stories of eight
American veterans to the stage

When: Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m.

Student Tickets: Complimentary




“Every generation needs
a new revolution.

' - Thomas Jefferson w
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Peace’

Festival unites community

through prayer, art, music

Samantha Copus
A&E Editor

Parts of the world are consumed
with hate, crime and war. This got
a passionate group together with
hopes to spread peace through fel-
lowship, dialogue, music, poetry
and art.

Art of Peace Tyler is a week-
long festival that originators hope
will transform the community
into a place to reflect on peace.
This will be done through various
events such as a Day for Kids, a
Peace Meal and a Peace Open Mic.

The festival starts Saturday and
will include events

were struck by terrorists. With all
of the chaos around them, they had
to cancel the announcement. How-
ever, they had a new reason for the
special day Gilley wanted.
Inspired by this story, McCrady
and the others hosted a folk con-
cert, poetry reading and art show
in Belton, Texas in 2009. They
named the event Art of Peace fes-
tival. In the years since then, they
have continued to coordinate the
gathering. The event in Belton
eventually convinced McCrady
she should have an event like this
closer to her home in Henderson.
McCrady paired up with Mary
Andrews and Rabbi

throughout Tyler
until Sept 22.

Neal Katz. Andrews
hosted the long-

Art of Peace Ty- ll We wanted running live music

ler began four years

venue, Wildwood

ago with Anne Mc- Concerts. Rabbi
Crady, who is a poet to create a Katz is a spiritual

and storyteller. Mc-

leader, and referred

Crady spoke at a communlty Of to by McCrady as

literary conference

at the University of people Who

Mary Hardin Bay-

lor. It was where - =
she met UMHB art belleve in

professor Helen
Kwiatkowski and peace-”
Emily Kaitz, peace
advocate and sing-
er-songwriter.

The three of them

“Mr. Tyler.” He is
involved with many
different activities.
Together the three
friends held the first
Art of Peace on a
Sunday afternoon
in Sept. 2011.
“From the begin-

))Anne McCrady ning, we wanted

to do two things,”

longed to be a part poet & storyteller McCrady said.

of the United Na-

“One was to start a

tions’ International
Day of Peace.

“The organization behind the
celebration is called Peace One
Day,” McCrady said. “Founder
Jeremy Gilley wanted a day that all
the wars would stop for one day. In
2001, he got the United Nations to
agree that Sept. 21 would be the
International Day of Peace.”

As if planned by fate, Gilley met
with the UN in New York City on
the morning of 9/11. A press con-
ference was about to announce

that there would be a International
Day of Peace when the twin towers

conversation about
what peace looks
like, not as a political standpoint,
but as an actual way to have a life-
style.”

Art of Peace hopes to gather
people together to promote peace
in their local communities.

“It’s important, not just for the
ripple effect we hope events like
this could have in the larger world
but this event is confirmation that
local people really do want to pro-
mote peace,” Andrews said.

Art of Peace hopes that this
event will encourage others to

think' how they can change the
world by leading more peaceful
lives.

“We want people to think about
it, notice peaceful things going on
in your community, and you on
your own level take care of the
people around you,” McCrady
said. “You really start peace by
how you live your own life.”

The second reason to start the
event, was to gather a group of
like-minded people who can feel
as if they are surrounded by those
who agree with each other on per-
sonal ideals.

“We wanted to create a com-
munity of people who believe in
peace,” McCrady said.

Art of Peace Tyler strives to
benefit an organization that they
feel deserves the proceeds that are
earned during the event.

The first year benefitted PATH
and last year benefitted the Litera-
cy Council of Tyler, McCrady said.

This year’s benefitting organi-
zation will be the Crisis Center
of East Texas. This organization
is dedicated to helping victims of
family violence, sexual assault or
other violent crimes.

The committee making deci-
sions behind this organization has
worked hard to put the event to-
gether. Many of them not only do-
nate time, but also money for art
supplies and to promote the events.

“The committee that meets is a
loose group of 12 to 15 people,”
McCrady said. “It’s still informal,

they all bring creative ideas to the
table.”

ety

Everyone on the committee is
involved with putting together the
event. No one claims authority as
the boss.

“They are all people who have
been leaders in their own lives,”
McCrady said.

Art of Peace not only requires a
committee of volunteers but any-
one who wishes to help out the
cause is welcome.

“Each year we’ve had a wonder-
ful group from Alpha Phi Omega,”
Andrews said. “We are really
pleased to see the involvement [the
University] expanding to include
international students and others.”

McCrady, Andrews and others
on the committee think that the
University would be a great place
to start an event like Art of Peace.

“We want UT Tyler to know that
we would love to invest heart and
attendance in an event like Art of
Peace on campus,” McCrady said.

“We hope the celebration will
continue to grow and attract more
and more of the compassionate and
creative people we know are here,”
Andrews said.

Festival coordinators hope Art
of Peace will draw in those who
may not have found a place with
a large group of people who share
their same thoughts.

“What we’ve found from the
very first day is that we hear this
phrase over and over again, ‘I

thought I was the only one,’” Mc-

Crady said.

the Art Of Peace Tyler events ‘gf’
to www, ce.com

b % & b e
TALON?? pHOTO GOURTESY OF SARAH MILLER, TYLER MORNING TELEGRAPH

Local clergy gather at last year’s Art of Peace Tyler festival. This year the event starts on Saturday and runs through
the 22. The festival’s goal is to promote peace throughout the community using many different events.
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A Iou ndle from AT&T means
 double the tools for lea ring

Get a ¥199.99 Samsung Galaxy Note® 8.0 tablet
withthe purchase of a Samsung Galaxy S°4 Active™

This school year, get organized,
plan study groups, and share notes

with new devices from AT&T




2-yr agmtw/minmonthly.
qualified plan regd.

SAMSUNG G‘ALAXY‘

1

1.866.MOBILITY | ATT.COM/Wireless | Visita Store

$199.99 Samsung Galaxy Note 8.0 price includes $100 off the non-commitment price - and for a limited time an additional $200 off with purchase of Samsung Galaxy S 4 Active. Tablet pricing subject to change at any time. Add'l $200
off offer expires 9/12/13. While promotional supplies last: Requires new 2-yr wireless agreement and qualified minimum monthly plan on each device. Two-tablet purchase limit. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you will be charged
difference between the discounted and nondiscounted price for device not returned. Equip. price & avail may vary by mkt & may not be available from all independent retailers. 2-yr Wireless Customer Agreement Terms: Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit
approval reqd. Activ/upgrade fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds
your monthly data allowance, you will be automatically charged overage for add'l data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, up to $325. Restocking Fee: Up to $35 on smartphones; 10% of the sales price of tablets. Other
Monthly Charges/Line: May include federal and state universal svc charges, Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (elﬁ) to $1.25), gross receipts surcharge, an Administrative Fee, and other gov't assessments. These are not taxes or gov't req'd charges. Visit a store or

att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images simulat

©2013 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. All other marks used herein are the property of their respective owners.
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THE EASIEST WAY TO HOOK-UP

ADD EVEN FASTER INTERNET



* Hook-Up Multiple Computers - 15.0 Mbps High

No Extra Charge. Speed Internet

* FREE access to =11 3 with #
live games and events.

» FREE access to suddenlink 260 /mo

with 200,000+ clips, movies
and shows.

ADD DVR: WATCH WHAT YOU WANT, WHEN YOU WANT!

* One Touch Control: Stop, Add DVR and one
Rewind & Playback Live TV, digital tier for only

e Instantly record your favorite *
shows to view later,
* Choose from the Sports & /mo

Information, Family or Movie Tier

Order Now! Limited Time Offer!
1-877-899-6130 | suddenlink.com

For new residential Internet and DVR customers only & expires 9/30/13. Download & upload speeds are maximum speeds. A cable modem, network card or cable set top box

may be required at installation. DOCSIS 2.0 modem or greater required. Installation fees may apply for complex installation & more than one outlet. VOD is not available in all
areas. Not all VOD is free, check guide. HDTV & HD set top box or HD CableCard® required for HD Service. Available services, speeds & pricing may vary, are not guaranteed
& may not be available in all areas. Must be an active Suddenlink subscriber and access ESPN3. Suddenlink2Go.com content is only accessible in the U.S. where a high speed
broadband connection is available. Other trademarks belong to their respective owners. *Price excludes taxes, fees, & surcharges, including a broadcast station surcharge. Offer
subject to change. Other restrictions apply. ©Suddenlink Communications 2013..SUDTEX081452
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SCORE

MEN'S SOCCER

Sept. 8, @Home,
UT Tyler
Austin College

Sept. 7, @Home,

UT Tyler
Whitworth

oo

NN

WOMEN'S SOCCER

Sept. 7, @Home,

UT Tyler 1
Texas Lutheran 0

Sept. 1, @Home,
UT Tyler
UT Dallas

Aug. 30, @Marshall,

UT Tyler
Hendrix

NS

oW

VOLLEYBALL

Sept. 7, @Home,

UT Tyler 3
Jarvis 0
Sept. 7, @Home,

UT Tyler 3
Rhodes 0
Sept. 6, @Home,
UT Tyler
Belhaven
Sept. 6, @Home,
UT Tyler
Centenery
Aug. 31, @Seguin,
UT Tyler 3
Concordia 0
Aug. 31, @Seguin,

UT Tyler 1
Texas Lutheran 3

Aug. 30, @Seguin,
UT Tyler 3
St. Joseph’s 0

oW

oW

CROSS COUNTRY

MEN’S

The King Campbell
Spectacular -

1st/3 Teams

UT Tyler Invtl.-
1st/10 Teams

WOMEN'S

TALON »)PHOTO BY BRANDON NOBLE

Patriot sophomore midfielder Chestley Strother takes a shot on goal against Texas Lutheran on Sept. 7

Patriot soccer kicks oft

Brandon Noble
Staff Writer

The Patriot men’s and
women’s soccer teams kicked
off their seasons this week
looking to improve on last
year’s accomplishments.

On Aug. 30, the University
won 3-0 against Hendrix Col-
lege with solid contributions
across the board.

Brittany Matthews, Melis-
sa Miller and Jordan Johnson
each contributed one goal,
while sophomore Kayla Akin
provided two assists.

On Sept. 1, the Patriots
traveled to Richardson to
take on University of Texas
at Dallas for an American
Southwest Conference battle.

The Patriots won 4-2. Akin
led by scoring two goals.

Junior Lindsey Halbrook
and senior Cristina Mendoza
added one goal each.

On Sept. 7, the Univer-
sity hosted a physical game
against Texas Lutheran Uni-
versity.

TLU came in the game

‘with a record of 1-2.

Ip the first hglf, t13e Patriots

Gordon had a header that
went over the cross bar.

At halftime the game was
knotted up at zero.

“Champions find a way to
win,” Head Coach Stefani
Webb told the girls at half-
time.

In the second half, TLU
was able to build up more
possession,

MEN

The Patriot men opened
their season by hosting the
Whitworth University Pi-
rates, of Spokane, Wash., on
Sept. 7.

Whitworth came into the
game ranked 22nd nationally
in the Top 25 poll in Division
IIT soccer.

After

adding a
little bit of
pressure to
the Patriot
defense and
forcing the

4 Champions
find a way to

about 17
minutes of
back and
forth play,
Pirate mid-
fielder Sam

game to Selisch sent
speed up. win ”» a sideways
After tak- " bicycle kick
ing the ball into the back
f TLU : . f the net.
inadvancing  7? Stefani Webb, 15"
into the of- ’ utes into the
fensive third, women s coach second half;

the Patriots

sophomore

were able to
capitalize on a goal scoring
opportunity Akin sent the
ball to the feel of senior April
Goodman who was able to
put the ball into the net.

The Patriots were not able

Parker Hood
was able to put the ball back
into the net off a pass from
Elijjah Shipman, tying the
game at one.

However, two minutes
later, Selisch was able to take

“We did a lot of really
good things, but the things
we did when we made mis-
takes, it really cost us, so we
will fix that. It is still early in
the year.” Head Coach Kenny
Jones said.

The last 10 minutes were
chaotic for the Patriots, who
created many scoring chances
in which they were not able
to capitalize.

An onslaught of attacks
eventually led the Patriots
into a chance from senior
Enoch Shipman, who was
able to head into the back of
the net with 48 seconds left.

This sent the game to sud-
den death overtime, in which
neither team was able to capi-
talize.

The game ended in a 2-2
draw.

On Sept. 8, the Patriot men
faced Austin College in a
tight game in which neither
team was able to score.

Despite many opportuni-
ties, the Patriots were unable
to capitalize on any scoring
opportunities, thanks in part
to AC goalkeeper Andrew

 sports staff.
~ Coach: Stefani Webb
'Hometown: Dallas, Texas
| Webb is now in her nirtth year

v' Pétfiof Profile will featwre a
_ different outstanding Patriot eac,
issue, chosen by the Patriot Talo

Sport: Women's Soccer

as head coach of the women’s

soccer team and has a record
of 102-40-11 overall, With a *
3-0 start to the season, Webb
looks for her team to continue
their success as they enter

conference play later this mo

it like to get your

1l the season
dgainst Hendrix? To be
1 didn’t even know L h




The King Campbell
Spectacular -

1st/3 Teams

UT Tyler Invtl.-
2nd/11 Teams

In the first half, the Patriots
had many scoring chances.

Seven minutes into the
half, Johnson sailed the ball
over the cross bar.

This was one of many
chances that the University
had in the first half.

With about 10 minutes left
in the half, sophomore Nikki

R L Y R B T BN Ei 0 W h L A AT e, s e

The Patriots were not able
to capitalize again.

Having plenty of posses-
sion and shots, the Patriots
were able to close out the
game with the second shutout
of the season. The women re-
turn to action on Friday when
they travel to San Antonio to
face Trinity University.

AN Y RV LVYVYU illiiiailv o
later, Selisch was able to take
advantage of senior goal-
keeper Lance Quini coming
off his line to clear a ball that
was in between the nearest
defender and Quini.

Quini sent the ball to mid-
field and Selisch sent the ball
over his head, giving Whit-
worth a 2-1 advantage.

LPPOLILTLUIILCS, tHlallks 111 part
to AC goalkeeper Andrew
Celio.

The game ended in 0-0
draw after regulation and 20
minutes of overtime.

The men now have a re-
cord of 0-0-2. '

Their next game will be at
Rhodes College in Conway,
Ark. on Sept. 14th.

Cross country teams start strong

Bryan Savens
Sports Editor

The University men’s cross
country team competed in the
UT Tyler Invitational on Fri-
day and finished first overall.

Senior Nick Huff placed
first individually with a time
of 16:17.10, narrowly beating
two runners from Southern
Arkansas University by one
second after coming from be-
hind in the final stretch of the
course.

With three top-five finishes
and an overall score of 30
points, the Patriots won by a
relatively close margin, beat-
ing Southern Arkansas by three
points.

Wiley College, East Texas
Baptist University and LeTour-
neau University finished third,
fourth and fifth, respectively.

Senior Jason Hamilton fin-
ished fourth overall, followed
by fifth-place finisher and fel-
low teammate Ford Noack.

Hamilton finished with a
time of 16:25.26 while No-
ack finished with a time of
16:25.66.

Sophomore Matthew Mark-
ert cracked the top-10 with an
eighth-place finish with a time
of 16:31.90, followed closely
by senior Derek Blain who
finished 12 scoring a time of
16:58.01.

This is the second straight
first-place finish for Patriot
men, having won their first
meet of the season on Aug. 30.

Hamilton expressed his ex-
citement for the season and
how the team is looking at the
start of the season.

“Everyone thinks we have a
shot of making it to nationals
and that would be a first for UT
Tyler cross country,” Hamilton
said. “That’s what we’re hop-
ing for.”

The Patriot women finished
second overall that night be-
hind a solid second place finish
by junior transfer Carly Kitts.

Kitts finished with a time of
19:46.56, nearly 10 seconds
better than third-place runner
Virginia Ney from Southern

TALON > PHOTO BY BRYAN SAVENS

Senior Missy Hebert runs the last stretch of trail at the UT Tyler

Invitational on Sept. 6.

Arkansas.

Southern Arkansas took
home top honors Friday with
six top-10 finishes and a total
score of 23.

Sophomore Brittany
Brunson placed fifth overall
with a time of 20:25.17, while
senior Missy Hebert finished
10th with a time of 21:11.21
and Lauren Halliday placed
14th at 21:50.35.

Head coach Bob Hepler
took to his bicycle and led the
runners through the trails in or-
der to clarify the parameters of
the course, as well as provide
a laugh or two before compe-
tition with a few “Braveheart”
comparisons.

Hepler has high hopes for
both the men’s and women’s
teams early in the season and
has faith they can live up to ex-
pectations.

“We want to get top-two in
the region for the men and we
want to get at least top-10 in
the region for women,” Hepler
said. “We want to win the con-
ference and I don’t see why we
couldn’t do that.”

The Patriot men are current-
ly ranked seventh in the region
and look to improve that pre-
season standing moving for-
ward, but for Hepler, the cur-
rent standings mean very little.

“It means absolutely noth-
ing,” Hepler said. “I won’t
even look at the standings until
October.”

The next time the men and
women will compete will be in
the East Texas Cross Country
Invite in New Summerfield
on Sept. 21, giving each team
about a week and a half to pre-
pare and build on their success-
ful start to the 2013 season.

Sweep, Sweep -

ONLIN

Check out the full video

~interview of Coach Webb at

‘www.patriottalon.com

Volleyball wipes the floor at invitationa

Bryan Savens
Sports Editor

The volleyball team im-
proved their record to 6-1 and
had a very successful week-
end, winning all four games
they played.

Not only did they win, they
swept every game, winning
every set.

The Patriots won their first
game against Centenary Col-
lege 3-0 on Friday at noon,
followed by another 3-0 vic-
tory against Belhaven Univer-
sity later that day.

On Saturday, the team faced
Rhodes College, winning 3-0.

They took the first set 25-7
and followed it up in the next
two sets with a 25-20 second
set and 25-15 in the third,
clinching the set.

Later that day in the final
match, the Patriots dominated
Jarvis Christian College with
a win in all three sets with the
scores of 25-9, 25-13 and 25-
16.

Junior Breanna Brummett
was awarded the Most Valu-
able Player award for the invi-
tational, an award that is voted
on by the eight head coaches
at the invite.

Two more Patriots were
awarded the honor of All-In-
vite team, sophomore Rachael
Harvey and freshman Hali
Williams, rounding out an im-
pressive weekend by the team.

Sophomore Logan Smoak
talked about her experience
on the team and having such a
successful start to the season.

“It’s a huge privilege.
This is like my second fam-
ily,” Smoak said. “I’m think-
ing that we’re going to go
into conference strong, a lot
of wins under our belt and
we should be playing good.

| Patriot players take individual honors %

L

TALON »)PHoTo BY BRYAN SA

Junior Breanna Brummett prepares for a serve in a game
against Rhodes College in the UT Tyler Invitational on-Sept. 6.
Brummett was voted Most Valuable Player by the eight head

coaches at the tournament.

Hopefully we advance to the
conference tournament and
then win conference.”

Junior Kayte Stein talked
about the youth this team has
and about how it translates to
on-court success.

“I think by having a young
team you can mold the under-
classmen to be on the right
path,” Stein said. “From this
year to last year, I feel way
more confident in our talent.

I just feel differently, I feel
like we actually have a chance
to make it to the conference
tournament and that we will
sweep a lot of people this
year.” :

The Patriots will travel
to Memphis, Tenn. for the
Rhodes College Invitational
on Sept. 14-15 to keep their
sweep streak alive and con-
tinue to improve their already
impressive record.

it
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Nizia Alam
Campus Editor
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= University students now have access to My-
Edu that aims to helping students achieve both
their academic and career goals.

~In 2011, the University of Texas System
Board of Regents made the one-time invest-
ment of $10 million which allows use of cus-
temized software by all UT students, according
tothe UT System’s “2011: A Year in Review.”
~.<This investment cost the system about $47
per-student, and the system receives a 22 per-
cent equity stake in MyEdu as an additional
benefit, according to the document.

+ It is a way for students to help track and plan
their education and increase their visibility to
ndtional employers, according to the UT Sys-
tem review.

“. MyEdu only recently added the student pro-
file and MyEdu for employers to help students
with the career side.

. In the student profile section students use
tiles to visually represent their skills, projects,
courses and work experiences.

« There are 1,157 University students (on Ty-
ler campus) who have signed up as members
for the site and out of those 897 have created
profiles. ATl o
- “I like‘the fact that they have the tiles and
that you can pick what you want. I like the way
it was set up. It was easy to work,” Jas Mc-
Glothlin, freshman nursing major said.

- Students are able to lo‘o]%

ships in neonatal nursing in the area, but did
not find any results. R

- She signed up as part of her PASSages class.
She said she will use the site, even after the

¢lass is over.

++“I'm glad he [PASSages instructor] told me . | |

about it or I wouldn’t have even known where
to start to look for internships,” McGlothlin
said.

= Marilyn Albert, director of career services
believes the service is a more interactive way
for employers to find employees and vice ver-
sa.

= “It’s kind of the social media that’s focused
on all the good stuff you do,” Albert said.

2 The site is free for students. However, em-
ployers must pay for the site.

““Most of the employers on the site are from
across the country which expands more oppor-
tunities for students, Albert said.

When employers are looking for candidates
they look for specific skills, Albert said. She
said the system will look at the entire database
and find a student that matches up. Also stu-
dents, themselves can search the database for
corporations.

“It’s not going to search by what school you
went to or by what courses you took. Just that
one skill. It will bring up your information and
other students information from across the na-
tion,” Albert said.

" Albert recommends students create as many
tiles as possible to increase the chance of being
seen by employers.

' Students can customize their privacy settings
to disclose as much information as they want
te the public and employers.

10 million spent for Academic Facebook™
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for jobs and intern-
ships on the site. McGlothlin looked for intern-

Who’s using MyEdu?

20

Seniors

97

Data provided by
Career Services
shows that of the
1,157 University
students who are
members, 897 have
created profiles. The
breakdown by
classification is
shown in the chart
at left.
o Source: MyEdu
Graphic by Nizia Alam Patriot Talon

Unlike Patriot Jobs, employers must pay for
the site. Albert said the fake employers that
sometimes show up on Patriot Jobs would not
show up on MyEdu.

“It’s a good thing because you know it’s a
bona fide employer. It’s been vetted by some-
body else,” Albert said.

Anita Brown junior communication major
believes the program is more beneficial to up-
perclassmen. She was introduced to MyEdu by
Career Services in her Introduction to Public
Relations class taught by Chase Ragland. Her
class will design a public relations campaign
for the product as a project.

“It sounded like something more for seniors
who want to go into the job market,” Brown
said. “Not for freshmen who would go out of
the state for a job.”

Student Government Association President
Michael Suarez described MyEdu as a mix be-
tween LinkedIn, the advising center, Facebook

and Portfolio 180.
“It’s part of that new technology. That new

Students can set up tiles that show off their skills and work experience in the student profile
section of MyEdu. Employers and recruiters will see the top eight tiles.

wave of innovation as far as helping students
get access to companies,” Suarez said.

Suarez, signed up for the online tool but said
since he is pre-med it doesn’t help with his ca-
reer goals.

He said the tool will benefit four-year degree
students who look for jobs right out of college.

He said the toughest part is that students al-
ready have so many logins like Blackboard,
myUTTyler and Patriot Email on top of other
social media.

“It’1l be tough convincing students ‘hey let’s
add this one to the stuff you already have. That
will be the transition,” Suarez said.

ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES

The online tool aims to help students man-
age their academics. The site is designed to
help students record, plan and organize their
education.

Dr. Scott Marzilli, assistant vice president
for Teaching Innovation and Student Success
said the tool will help students keep a “digital
footprint” of their time as a University student.

“It’s kind of like Facebook but in an aca-
demic sense,” Marzilli said.

Students can customize their schedules and
set up their own personal education plan.

Freshmen going through the Academic Ad-
vising Center will be told of the program and
given an option to enroll in it.

However, Marzilli said that MyEdu is not a
replacement for academic advisers but an addi-
tional tool to help students feel more prepared
and empowered.

“Instead of going in and saying ‘what class-
es should I take?” Now you can say this is my

plan for this semester. This is the schedule of
what I’d like to take,” Marzilli said. “It makes
the student feel more prepared. Like they’re
having some ownership over their degree.”

Students can also look up courses and see
the grade history based on data from past year
students who took the same course.

However not everyone agrees with this fea-
ture. Dr. Catherine Ross notes that this can
be useful but misleading information. Ross
teaches British Literature and is a member of
University of Texas System Academy of Dis-
tinguished Teachers. She has been teaching for
13 years at the University.

“While it’s useful for students to know how
likely it is to make an A or B or C in the class, I
would hope that just tending to GPA isn’t what
everyone is thinking about,” Ross said.

She said she is worried about the little de-
tails that a machine can’t handle.

“Any kind of machine like that is useful but
you need to be sure that everybody relies on
their actual human, living, breathing, speaking
academic adviser. A person. Not a machine,”
Ross said. .

Ross said MyEdu will be a useful tool if it
is used in conjunction with an ongoing rela-
tionship with a real professor and adviser but
it should be used carefully or it could misrep-
resented students.

Ross said there is an dehumanizing aspect
that tools like MyEdu bring to education.

“Students, classes, teachers and education
are all about human beings. And a machine,
even a sophisticated database, can be very
helpful, but boy you’ve got to be very careful
with it,” Ross said.
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